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deeply devoted to the protection of children,
such numbers are a national tragedy.

Recognizing the vital need to reverse these
devastating statistics, my Administration has
proposed measures to limit children’s access
to tobacco products and to reduce tobacco’s
appeal. In seeking to protect our children,
we join the countless caring citizens who are
observing the ‘‘Great American Smokeout,’’
a nationwide effort to raise awareness of nic-
otine addiction and the deadly risks associ-
ated with tobacco use. Working together on
this day and every day throughout the year,
we can create a brighter, healthier future for
young Americans.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 16,
1995, as National Great American Smokeout
Day. I call upon all Americans to join to-
gether in an effort to educate our children
about the dangers of tobacco use, and I urge
smokers and non-smokers alike to take this
opportunity to begin healthier lifestyles that
set a positive example for young people.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of November, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-five, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:46 a.m., November 20, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 21.

Proclamation 6851—National Farm-
City Week, 1995
November 15, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
When America was a new country, farms

were many and small. Farmers and their fam-
ilies used most of what they produced, and
the rest was usually sold locally. Even in

1862, when Abraham Lincoln created the
Department of Agriculture, 60 percent of our
labor force gained their livelihood on the
farm.

Today, while less than 2 percent of Amer-
ican workers are actually employed on farms,
thanks to new approaches and advanced
technologies, our farmers feed not only the
people of the United States, but also much
of the world. Agriculture remains our Na-
tion’s number one industry, generating $1
trillion in economic activity every year—over
15 percent of our gross domestic product—
and it is our largest employer, providing 21
million jobs.

This prosperity is due in large part to farm-
city partnerships. From the sowing of crops
to the purchasing of food and fiber in urban
supermarkets, a network of farmers, agri-
business industries, carriers and shippers, sci-
entists, retail distributors, and consumers has
cooperated to ensure that our food supply
is safe, affordable, and nutritious. As we gath-
er with family and friends during this special
week, let us give thanks for the blessings of
our lives, for America’s agricultural richness,
and for the collaboration among rural and
urban communities that makes so much of
this bounty possible.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 17
through November 23, 1995, as National
Farm-City Week. I call upon citizens in
urban, suburban, and rural areas throughout
the Nation to acknowledge the achievements
of those who work together to promote
America’s agricultural abundance.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of November, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-five, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:47 a.m., November 20, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 21.
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Proclamation 6852—National Family
Week, 1995
November 15, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Blessed with an extraordinary diversity of

people from every culture and nation around
the globe, the United States has always
drawn strength from our citizens’ shared
commitment to the importance of family life.
The family is society’s most basic unit, daily
providing the acceptance, love, and reassur-
ance that enable each of us to flourish and
succeed. It creates the earliest and strongest
bonds between individuals—bonds that we
seek to build upon to improve our Nation
as a whole.

Families are where we first learn impor-
tant lessons about responsibility and where
we absorb the ideals and traditions that de-
fine our unique American character. Yet we
must do more to address the variety of trou-
bles, such as substance abuse, domestic vio-
lence, and teenage pregnancy that have
placed strains on the American family and
threaten the well-being of our young people.
At the same time, our efforts to combat crime
and poverty cannot fully succeed until we re-
build our families and renew our commit-
ment to their progress. A strong network of
community, State, and national partnerships
can also help families to face the challenges
of everyday life.

This week, as young and old gather around
the Thanksgiving table, it is crucial that we
embrace and empower American families,
offering them the opportunities they need to
thrive and grow. Let us each take time to
appreciate the value of our family relation-
ships and rededicate ourselves to building es-
sential ties of kinship among all people.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 19
through November 25, 1995, as National
Family Week. I call upon Federal, State, and
local officials to honor American families
with appropriate ceremonies and programs;

I encourage educators, community organiza-
tions, and religious leaders to celebrate the
moral and spiritual strength to be drawn
from family relationships; and I urge all the
people of the United States to reaffirm their
own familial bonds and to reach out to others
in friendship and goodwill.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of November, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-five, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:48 a.m., November 20, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 21.

The President’s News Conference
November 16, 1995

The President. Good afternoon. Today
the Congress is considering a bill I find ob-
jectionable because once again it requires ac-
ceptance of the congressional Republican
budget as a condition of reopening the Gov-
ernment.

Let me repeat: Holding the Government,
the Federal employees and the millions of
Americans who depend upon them hostage
to the congressional Republican budget is
not the way to do this work. And it won’t
work, because I will still veto any bill that
requires crippling cuts in Medicare, weakens
the environment, reduces educational oppor-
tunity, or raises taxes on working families.

I have proposed a plan to balance the
budget without undermining Medicare and
Medicaid, education, the environment, or
working families’ incomes. If I were to sign
their 7-year plan, in effect, I would be ap-
proving these cuts. I won’t do that because
I believe it would be bad for America.

We must balance the budget in a way that
doesn’t weaken our economy or violate our
values, including providing the opportunity
for Americans to make the most of their own
lives, helping families to grow stronger and
to stay together, strengthening our commu-
nities and our country.
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